The words of this Sundays Gospel encowrage and console us today as they did
Jesus’'s apostles when he spoke to them the night hefore his death. Living a truly,
Christian life is never easy. We have always the attraction and temptations of the
world to make that life less easy still.

is not wrong, or anti-Christian, but the natwral temptation is to get more and more of
only purpose in life. It is indeed hard to swim against the cwrrent; it is so- much more
pleasant to- allow oneself to he cauried along without effort by the rushing tide. Our
Lord has wamned us today, as he warmed his first followers, to ahide in him, to re-
main closely united with him, as is the hranch to the vine, if we hope to hear fruit
worthy of heaven. He promises us that iff we remain closely united to him, that is, if
we strive daily tor keep his commandments, he will be ever ready, to- answer our

) \’ % requests, and to heed all owr prayers.
>\ ‘ i The sincere prayer today of all those of us trying to lead a Christian life is for the
A 3\ grace tor overcome these temptations. Let us take courage, then that Christ has prom-

\A ] o ised to remain heside us during life if only we stay close to him. While we remain
\%/ healthy, branches of the vine, Christ, we will be on, the road, to heaven. Our daily,

w4 S » well as our sorrows, will give glory to- God and prove that we are worthy to he called
LR disciples of Christ.

’ ‘ , This week let us pray for:

‘ the light of the Easter message shining across the world;
strength and support for all those facing difficulties;

all those who are feeling isolated;

all those connected to our community who are unwell, upset or
mourning.

A Prayer for SS Philip and James—3rd May

O God, who gladden us each year
with the feast day of the Apostles Philip and James,
grant us, through their prayers,
a share in the Passion and Resurrection
of Your Only Begotten Son,
so that we may merit to behold You for eternity.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
who lives and reigns with You in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.



