
  FOUNDATION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
UNITS  Celebrations 

 
How I’ve Changed 
 
Times of the year 

Seaside 
 
Schools 

Great fire of 
London 
 
Florence 
Nightingale 
 
Titanic 

The Stone Age to 
The Bronze Age 
 
Ancient Egypt  

Roman 
Empire  
 
Anglo-
Saxons 

Ancient Greece  
 
The Vikings and 
Anglo-Saxons 
 
 

Mayan 
civilisation  
 
Victorians 
(local 
study and 
post 1066) 
 

THEMES Childhood        
Daily life        
Wealth and poverty        
Invasion        
Settlement        
Religious beliefs        
Achievement and 
legacy 

       

CONCEPTS Chronological 
understanding 
 

Sequencing 
activities and 
events familiar to 
the children  

Then and now  Sequencing a 
historical event 

Timeline of key 
periods 
(ordering) 
BC/BCE and 
AD/CE 

Sequencing 
of dates 
within a 
particular 
time period 

Create a timeline to include 
previously learnt time periods 
and key historical events 

Cause and effect  
(short-term) 
 

Because (recent 
past events) 

Because (beyond 
living memory) 

Because and so Cause and consequence  

Significance 
(long-term) 

   Influences on the modern world 

Continuity and 
Change (how are 
lives and conditions 
alike over time and 
how have they 
changed?) 
 

Within their own 
lifetime 
 

Beyond living memory Trends and 
turning points 
(within an 
extended era) 

Trends and 
turning 
points 
(influence on 
Britain) 

Trends and 
turning points 
(influence on 
the western 
world) 

Trends and 
turning 
points 
(across 
eras and 
influence 
on the 
western 
world) 



Similarity and 
difference  
 

Comparing 
experiences of 
the same event 

Comparison (beyond living memory) 

Interpretations 
 

Different 
account, same 
event (by 
children 
themselves)  

Similarities and 
differences  -  
accounts of same 
event 

Similarities and 
differences  -  
accounts of 
same event and 
significant 
individual 

Similarities and differences  
compare 2 primary sources 
Compare 2 secondary sources 

Analyse and evaluate a range 
of sources 
 

Vocabulary/concepts Then  
Now 
Before 
After 
Old 
New 

Past 
Present 
Monarch 
Laws 
Modern 
 
Then 
now 
 
 

Social class 
Monarch 
Laws 
Wealth 
 
Then  
now 
Past  
present 
 

BC/BCE 
AD/CE 
Gods/Goddesses 
Settlers / 
settlements 
Worship 
Civilisation 
Ancient 
Era 
Time period 

Empire 
Conquer 
Invasion 
Legion 
Military 
Rebellion 
Revolt 
Citizens 
Kingdoms 
 
Social class 
BC/BCE 
AD/CE 
Settlement 
 

Elect 
Democracy 
Government 
Culture 
Myths 
Parliament 
Slaves 
Modern 
Legacy 
Warrior 
 
Citizens 
Gods/Goddesses  
BC/BCE 
AD/CE 
Military 
invasion 

Trade 
Prosperity 
Society 
Sacrifice 
Poverty 
 
Invasion 
BC/BCE 
AD/CE 
Social class 
Legacy 
Wealth 
Trade 
 
 
 

 


